Postmenopausal tubo-ovarian abscess due to Pseudomonas aeruginosa in a renal transplant patient: a case report and review of the literature.
Pseudomonas aeruginosa is an uncommon cause of infection in the female genital tract. We report a case of postmenopausal tubo-ovarian abscess (TOA) due to P. aeruginosa in a renal transplant recipient. The presentation included mild abdominal symptoms with rapid progression of peritonitis and surgical abscess drainage. This is the first such case in an organ transplant recipient described in the English literature. Published reports of 1040 cases of TOA were reviewed. The most common features were a history of sexually transmitted disease or pelvic inflammatory disease, and symptoms including abdominal pain and fever. Escherichia coli, Bacteroides spp., and Klebsiella pneumoniae were the most frequently encountered pathogens. Neisseria gonorrhoeae and Chlamydia trachomatis, which are frequently isolated from cervical cultures, are uncommonly isolated from tubo-ovarian abscesses. Forty percent of patients were treated with antibiotics alone, 18.8% with abdominal surgery, and 32% with surgery and antimicrobial therapy. This report illustrates the muted presentation and atypical microbiology of gynecologic infection in an organ transplant recipient.